
The General Meeting in Portsmouth 2019 
 
Sheran Harper, our new Worldwide President began her Address with Psalm 86:12 
“We will praise you, O Lord our God with all our hearts and we will glorify your name evermore” Amen! 
She gave a message of thanks for EVERY member and for all members do for Mothers’ Union. 
 
12 members from Chelmsford Diocese went and I’m sure we were all inspired by each of the Speakers 
and by the variety of different things that are being done to support families. 
 
Since January Sheran has already visited 11 dioceses in Canterbury. She said that she has witnessed 
the incredible impact of Mothers’ Union work.   
I am looking forward to meeting Mini MU in Liverpool in November. 
For the first time Mothers’ Union was invited to address the General Synod in July. She spoke in the 
opening session and had the opportunity to interact with the Archbishops of York and Canterbury, the 
Clergy and Laity representatives.  All spoke of a well-respected and valued Mothers’ Union here in Britain 
and Ireland and the amazing work that is being done overseas. Just a week and a half ago she was 
invited to enroll five members of Clergy into MU – four men and one woman. All spoke highly of MU and 
its work.  
 
Caroline Collins of Liverpool diocese spoke about how members made little “bags of love” for mums and 
dads dropping off their children at their first day of school to let them know that they were being thought 
of and prayed for. In the bags are tissues, chocolate, a teabag and a message suggesting they have a 
cup of tea, eat the chocolate etc....Overtime some of the children wanted to become MU members so 
Mini MU members started and there are now 28 children in the group. What a simple idea which has 
grown. 
 
It was interesting to hear that younger women and parents today aren’t inspired to go to a meeting and 
be ‘talked to’. They prefer ‘TO DO’. 
 
Metamoephis: MULOA  
 
Over 70’s....Moses, Anna, Abraham were all pensionable age before they really got started. 
 
A ‘hand-up’ rather than a ‘hand-out’. 
 
Pray, Pray, Pray......Prayer is the wind turbine in the church. 
Mothers’ Union is very much alive and vibrant - a dynamic force that is relevant to changing environments 
in today’s world! 
 
In situations like these, we are all made stronger because of our faith and lives devoted to prayer. Have 
you ever stopped to imagine 4 million of us members in prayer when disaster strikes? Half of the world 
praying in the daytime and the other half at night time? So there is no rest I think God probably says ahhh 
it’s Mothers’ Union again, let me get them sorted quickly, if not, I won’t be able to rest on the 7th day. My 
friends this is the power of prayer! 
 
May I also add here that it is your generous giving and fundraising for decades that has helped this 
process and many more around the world. To have a feeling of satisfaction and knowing you are making 
a difference is one thing but to actually be on the ground with our members who are on the receiving end 
with grateful hearts is beyond words to describe. I stand here on behalf of members around the world 
who have been helped for years by your faithful prayers and generous giving. To say thank you from the 



bottom of my heart. And as you continue to make a difference, not only overseas, but also here in Britain 
and Ireland where it is so much needed today I pray for God’s blessings on you. 
  
The guest speaker for the afternoon was the Reverend Barry Hill, himself a proud Mothers’ Union 
member! Barry spoke to delegates on evangelism, discipleship and how to work well with 
clergy.  Sharing specific stories of the “mini-revolutions of mission” Mothers’ Union are making across 
the country in areas like gender-based violence, education, exploitation and prison work, he 
encouraged the gathering “not to settle for a smaller, easier vision of the difference Mothers’ Union are 
called to make in the Kingdom of God.”  He continued, “Whilst Mothers’ Unions are often known for 
being excellent at hospitality, we know cuppas and cakes are only a tiny part of the bigger calling.  Most 
of our country know a committed Christian, most don’t know a vicar.  Mothers’ Union members are 
brilliantly placed to share faith and make a practical Kingdom-of-God-difference Monday to Saturday.”  
 
Members were then able to listen to Adam Sach, MU Head of Fundraising and Communications, 
encourage those present to think about “what makes them proud to be a member of Mothers’ Union”. 
He said “I would like to work with you to find even more ways to ensure Mothers’ Union is more visible, 
to encourage even more people to get involved and to secure funds to help make the amazing 
difference you, in many different ways, are a part of right here in Britain and Ireland as well as across 
the world”. 
 
The meeting concluded with Sheran announcing the annual theme for next year as “Building hope and 
confidence”. She enthused “I have never been more hopeful about the future of Mothers’ Union as I am 
today…let us walk together in hope and confidence, trusting each other… and building the hope and 
confidence of families and communities as we reach forward as God’s hands and  
I am confident that MU is making a difference in the Church’s mission and ministry and members are 
making the necessary strides to remain committed, faithful disciples and followers of Christ.  
And with this the question we all ask now is - where do we go from here? 
In June, at our recent Worldwide Council it was evident that MULOA – Mothers’ Union Listens, Observes 
and Acts is indeed a gift from God – giving our beloved MU just what is needs at this present time in our 
history.  MULOA renews, revitalises, reenergises and refocuses members wherever they are 
geographically. It has shown us that our joys and challenges, our needs and wishes are so similar in All 
these projects started from small ideas and have flourished in many ways to  
 
Next year in a Belfast the weekend of 25th September. 
Pauline Randall 
Basildon Deanery Leader 
 


